Power Outages 



Hi folks, 
I think I have this in the correct pages. Our new address has a lot more power outages than our old place. Managing a trade when the PC is off can be done on the phone but that is rather tricky and to be avoided I think.

I do have a small UPS which only lasts about 20 - 30 mins before I have to close down the PC ( or else it will close me down automatically )

What I think a solution might be is to use a laptop and keep it on charge. Can anyone tell me just how long will a laptop will last on its own battery?? Maybe two or three spare batteries would prolong the on time if necessary??

I have never used a laptop so I have no idea at all about how long they last on there own.

Thanks in advance for all responses.

__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind    21 August 2005

hi fairwind,

a laptop will certainly last longer than your UPS. with powersaving mode set in correctly (such as a slightly dimmed screen) you are looking at around 4 - 8 hours of power per battery.
however, during a power outage I would imagine that you also lose power on your modem or router that ensures your internet connection, unless you then make use of a dialup connection from the laptop (provided that the phone is still working).

qazpur
Hi qazpur, tnx for your post.

Re: "...during a power outage I would imagine that you also lose power on your modem or router that ensures your internet connection, unless you then make use of a dialup connection from the laptop (provided that the phone is still working)...."

Yes, you are right, I would lose the modem connection. Do laptops come with a modem ?? I dont usually lose the phone line during power outages.

What do other people do with their trades when they have a power loss?

__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind 
Yes, Laptops usualy have a modem. 

But if you have DSL you'll need a DSL Modem and with cable a cable modem.

Why not plug your laptop into the UPS? That would surely double the battery life. 
Frank
Hi Fairwind, there's 2 alternate power supplies you can research:
petrol powered generator
solar cell

Wallace

Hi Fairwind,

You can still get laptops with an analog modem built in (although its getting less common with wifi and the likes), which means you will be able to trade via the phone line during a power outage. Depending on how long the outages usually last, a laptop may be a cheaper alternative than getting a larger UPS.

The only power outage I've had to deal with was when lightning struck in the Swiss city where my broker is situated - the entire city was without power, luckily I could still reach them by phone and make the necessary adjustments to open positions.

Qazpur
Why not plug your laptop into the UPS? That would surely double the battery life. (BullMarket) Thats an idea I hadn't thought of, thanks.


petrol powered generator (Wallace). I have thought of this and as an ex electrician it would not be that difficult. Its about the only idea I have come up with myself.


Depending on how long the outages usually last, a laptop may be a cheaper alternative than getting a larger UPS. (Qazpur) Our power outages last from 5 seconds to 5 hours, with 1 hr being about the most common off time. We get these less frequently these days but they are still too much of a worry not to have some sort of backup.

I haven't decided yet but I am leaning towards the laptop idea, being the simplest solution and possibly the most cost effective way.

Thanks to all of you who have responded, much appreciated.


__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind 
Hi Fairwind

I tend to agree with the laptop idea. I also thought of getting larger UPS's, but the costs are just not worth it.

A laptop can not only serve as a backup during power outages, but also give you some mobility, especially if you have a mobile internet connection e.g. 3G or GPRS.

I would therefore spend some money on a reasonable laptop and maybe a slighty bigger UPS (at least 1kVA, and maybe some extended batteries). Plug your laptop, modem and other small accesories into the UPS to keep on trading during those dark nights. 

Cheers    Georellog
Hi GeorelloG,

My UPS is supposed to be rated at 1200VA but I think it is more like 600VA in reality.

Re: "...mobile internet connection e.g. 3G or GPRS...."

What is 3G and does GPRS relate to GPS?? Also, how does one get onto these connections?

__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind    24th August 2005

OK, now for an update...

I have purchased a second hand pro rebuilt laptop ( Toshiba 15", P4, 3Ghz, 40gb HDD, DVD, 500Mb RAM )

An electronic mate of mine gave me a 300W inverter that he claims will run the laptop AND the ADSL modem ( I measured a total of 60W on 240volt, which is approximately 70 watts on a 12 volt DC battery, therefore approximately 5.5 to 6 amps from a 12V battery )

I then purchased a 14 amp battery charger and a 580 CCA 12V battery ( a truck battery ). I figured the truck battery would last at least 5 hours if not a lot longer.

I then arranged the battery on the wall outside my study along with the charger. A heavy duty lead in thro the wall, with proper plastic fittings to seal the wall. This is fed to the laptop via the 300W inverter and 12V meters for voltage and amperage. 

The test results for power failure are not in yet but I have the laptop running from the battery ( and charger, which is permantly connected ) for over 6 hours and still running. The inverter has its own alarm system for over/under voltage and for over heating. It will also shut itself off if these things occur.

This setup draws less than 5 amps from the battery which includes the ADSL modem. That turns out to be 60 watts. This power rating is the 'at rest' value and the maximum is about 7 to 11 amps ( 132W max ) while the laptop is opening up. NB. The modem has a 12V input so I was able to connect it directly to the battery, hence a slightly lower load on the inverter.

All up cost was less than AUS$2000

All in all, I am very pleased with this setup and I can now manage trades with confidence during a power failure.

__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind   21 April 2006

Ok, the final test is now in !

I simulated a power failure by simply turning off the charger power point.

The laptop was then left to run for as long as it could and after 9 hours the battery voltage went down to 11.6v. That was insufficient to turn the 300w inverter off, so I guess I now have a fully tested system for handling trades when my house power fails. If I have a power failure longer than 9 hours then I will chuck the towel in and give up, lol.

The sytem described in the above post was not changed in any way.

__________________
Good Trading to all........

fairwind   18th May 2006

