FF calendar converter
The FF calendar converter reads saved FF calendar(s), and automatically generates the News.CSV file that is used by the Plot_News indicator to display news announcements on MT4 charts.

Latest Release: v1.07
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Installation
Download all files from the ZIP(s) into the same folder (I recommend creating a new folder for this purpose).

Quick Start

To have news announcement symbols plotted on your MT4 chart, do the following:

a) Run the Ffcal.EXE application, and press F5. Then set the parameters (the defaults should suffice, in most cases) and press Enter. The process should take only a few seconds to complete.

b) Attach, or simply Edit (if already attached), the Plot_News indicator onto the relevant MT4 chart(s).

Detailed Instructions

Run the Ffcal.EXE application.

Currently there are 5 menu options:

1. Build News.CSV  (press F5)
This performs two functions, simultaneously:

a) Optionally takes any nominated weeks’ worth of news announcements from the FF calendar, and loads them into a separate "Event History" database; and

b) Outputs any nominated period's events from this database to News.CSV, for immediate plotting on MT4 charts, using the Plot_News indicator.

As much Event History as desired can be built up by processing multiple weeks’ calendars. A week is defined as any nominated day (which doesn't have to be a Sunday), and the 6 days immediately following. The History database grows with each all new days added. Each time the process is run, any existing history for the nominated 7 day period(s) gets completely cleared out, and reconstructed.

However, item (a) only needs to be run if there have been changes to the FF calendar since its last run. If all that is desired is to modify which events (i.e. relevant to currencies, impact levels, time frames, date range) are to be plotted, and/or the symbols and colors that are to be used, then only (b) is required.
Operation:

Press the shortcut key F5 to access this option.

Note that the screen is divided into two areas. The upper area relates to item (a), the lower to point (b).
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Lower section (b) controls how/which data will be output
from the Events History database to News.CSV, and
hence plotted on your MT4 chart(s)





Parameters:

[image: image3.png]¥ Update Events History database from FF calendar




This determines whether or not item (a) is run. If you want to update your chart with new or changed news events (e.g. after announcements, the "actual" values become available), then you will need to check this box. If you simply want to change the way in which the events are being displayed, then leaving it unchecked makes the overall process run faster.
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There are two ways of obtaining the calendar, either automatically or manually.

i) Automatically, by checking this box. This will call Gnu's WGET utility to obtain the 7 days worth of news events, starting with the date you specify in the next parameter, automatically from the FF calendar. If you want to process more than week’s worth of FF calendars in the one run, you must check this option to ON.
ii) Manually, by leaving this box unchecked. If you do this, you must have previously gone to FF calendar (http://www.forexfactory.com/calendar.php), and then saved the week's data that you want to be processed into the Event History. Using your web browser's "Save" option should create a file named "calendar.php.htm" by default. Make sure that this is saved in the same folder as the one that you unzipped the installation files into.

My guess is that most people will opt for the automatic load. The manual option is included in case certain Windows versions prevent WGET from being used compatibly from the application. 

Note: I have only been able to test on Win-98 and Win-XP Pro platforms.
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For the automatic calendar load, this tells the application which 7 days you want loaded (i.e. the nominated date plus the following 6 days). If loading multiple weeks (see next option), this is the start day of the first week.
For the manual calendar load, only the year is used, since the month and the day must necessarily be obtained from the data in the saved calendar itself.
Click the button on the right to bring up a calendar, from which the day can be selected:
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· Click the or  buttons to retreat/advance one month.

· Click the or  buttons to retreat/advance one year.

· Click the ‘Today’ button to move to the current month (today’s date).
· Click the ‘Cancel’ button to exit without changing the date.

· Click the button of the desired day to change the date.

The red box highlights the date currently in the field, the blue box highlights today’s date. The number at the bottom of the window is the number of days between them.
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This defaults to 1. If you ask for 2 or more weeks to be processed, WGET is called the required number of times, and then the week currently being processed is shown at the lower right of the screen. Hence you must have the “Automatic calendar load (uses WGET)” option checked ON (otherwise this option is grayed out). 

The process loops until the required number of weeks have been processed. Once the process has started, it can not be stopped. There is no in-built error checking if the FF calendar is unavailable (e.g. the web site is off-line), hence such a situation could potentially cause unpredictable results.
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This can be used to adjust the time of the news events, so that they plot under the correct MT4 chart bars. 

With the manual calendar load, the FF calendar's "Time and Date Options" can be adjusted, if desired, prior to saving the calendar, to ensure synchronization between the saved calendar and MT4, making this unnecessary.

However, the automatic calendar load tends to use GMT–4 hours as its base time, hence you can use this parameter to adjust, if necessary.

Example: If your MT4 version is 4 hours ahead of the FF calendar, enter 4.
If your MT4 version is 11 hours behind the FF calendar, enter –11.
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If checked ON, this will automatically make the following conversions, while the process is running:

· ‘all’ to ‘ALL’
· ‘AUS’ to ‘AUD’
· ‘CAN’ to ‘CAD’
· ‘E-12’ to ‘EUR’
· ‘GER’ to ‘EUR’ (and also prepends “German ” to the description, e.g. “German PPI”)
· ‘JPN’ to ‘JPY’
· ‘NZ’ to ‘NZD’
· ‘UK’ to ‘GBP’
· ‘USA’ to ‘USD’
This is to ensure compatibility with the 2007 currency names, and hence also ensure that they generate the correct symbols when plotted on MT4 charts. The only currency symbols recognized by the Plot_News indicator are ALL, USD, CAD, EUR, GBP, CHF, JPY, AUD and NZD.
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If checked ON, news events without a numeric time will be included in the download. Otherwise they will be omitted. 
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If checked ON, news events that have blank values in all of the ‘Actual’, ‘Forecast’ and ‘Previous’ fields will be included in the download. Otherwise they will be omitted.
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The file will be created/overwritten in the folder you specify. Up to 99 characters may be entered; the field pans left/right as required..
By default, MT4 expects to find the News.CSV file in the folder:  c:\Program Files\MetaTrader 4\experts\files\
Omitting the path assumes that you're running the EXE from this folder.
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This replaces the need to have a manually maintained ‘swap.csv’ file. All auxiliary data is now maintained using the additional menu options (press F8). Checking this box will cause the auxiliary data to be output, along with the news, to News.CSV, and hence plotted on your MT4 chart(s).
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Affects: [text2] parameter in News.CSV 

This is optional. Leave as 0 if you don't want to use it.

Entering a non-zero value will cause text like "[Mon 9:30]" to display in the second description line of the plotted news event. This allows you to additionally have your local (or any other) time displayed on the chart.

All entries being output from both the Event History, and auxiliary items, to News.CSV are affected. 

Example: If local time is 4 hours ahead of MT4, enter 4. If local time is 11 hours behind MT4, enter –11.

24 hr format: if checked, text will display like “[Thu 21:30]”; if unchecked: text will display like “[Thu 9:30pm]”.
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Affects: [spacing] parameter in News.CSV
This ultimately controls the vertical locations of news symbols on the chart, relative to other symbols for the same period.. Valid values are 1,5,15,30, 60 or 240 (minutes). For example, if you set this value to 30, this will ensure that any news symbols occurring within in the same 30 minute period (e.g. 10:00–10:30) print correctly above each other. However, switching to a chart higher than the entered value (e.g. a 1 hour chart, if 30 is entered here) means that news symbols would overprint each other, whenever two (or more) consecutive bars are collated into a single bar. 

[image: image16.png]Output orly events between [570172007 (=]
Yomat mvadlm)  and [T273172007 [




This simply determines which entries from the Event History database (files Calendar.DAT,K01,K02,K03) will be output to News.CSV. The date range is inclusive of both the start and end dates.
The default is to output all events from the History; this allows you to select a subset. 

(Note: the date range across which symbols will be plotted can alternatively be selected when the indicator is attached to the chart.)
Click the button at the right of the field to select the date via a pop-up calendar.
(Note that this date range applies only to the News Events History. Auxiliary items do not fall under its jurisdiction).
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Affects: [currency] parameter in News.CSV
Check this box if you only want (for example) GBP events to appear only on charts where GBP is a currency in the pair.

Leave unchecked if you want all events to show on all charts.
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Affects: [timeframes] parameter in News.CSV
Leaving a box unchecked will stop all news symbols from being displayed on the relevant chart timeframe.

Reset – resets the settings back to their factory defaults, automatically.
Clear – unchecks all boxes.

All – checks all boxes.
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This allows you to display a subset of announcements, based on their description(s). Each of the 3 fields allows up to 20 uppercase characters to be entered. Leaving all three fields blank means that all announcements will be displayed on the chart. Otherwise, a match of any one entry will cause the announcement to be displayed. The matching is case insensitive, e.g. typing “M”, “MEET” or “MEETING” will match “MEETING”, “meeting” or “Meeting” anywhere in the event description. 

For example, if you want to display only FOMC, and House Price, type events, typing “FOMC” and “HOUSE PR” into the first two fields would achieve this. You can of course further filter output by date range, currency and impact level, e.g. display only high impact CPI type events for GBP between 4/1/2007 and 4/30/2007.
This facility is very useful if you want to study the historical effect on prices caused by one particular type of announcement.
Clear – resets all 3 fields to blanks.
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This determines which Wingdings symbol will be plotted for each currency. 

When you enter the number (32 to 255 inclusive), the appropriate Wingdings symbol is shown alongside.
Enter '0' here if you don’t want symbols for a currency to be output, from the Event History, to News.CSV 

(Note: turning symbols on/off for given currencies can alternatively be achieved when the indicator is attached to the chart.)
W – displays a chart of all Wingdings characters.

Reset – resets the settings back to their factory defaults, automatically.
0 – sets all fields to zero.

Dup – duplicates the value in the first field to all other fields.

+1 – for each field, the current field is set to the preceding field’s value, plus one.
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Enter the number corresponding to your desired color for low, medium and high impact announcements, respectively.

Or enter '0' here to have all events of that impact level excluded from being output to News.CSV

(Note: turning symbols on/off for given impact levels can alternatively be achieved when the indicator is attached to the chart.)

Reset – resets the settings back to their factory defaults, automatically.
0 – sets all fields to zero.
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Press Enter to start the process, or Esc to bail out.

At the bottom right of the screen, the start date of the FF calendar currently being processed in shown, and a counter.
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Once the process is complete, simply edit the Plot_News indicator (MT4 hotkey sequence: Ctrl-I, then P as many times as needed to select Plot_News, then Alt-E, Enter, Enter) and the updated news symbols display instantly.

Note that all parameters you enter are saved in the Ffcal.INI file, so that your latest entries remain 'sticky' when you next run this option.

2. Modify News Event History database (press F9)
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This option (press F9 to run directly) allows you to view and/or modify the events history database. Simply follow the on-screen instructions.

Keep in mind that running the "Build News.CSV" option (from the relevant weeks’ calendar(s)) will update (overwrite) any changes that you've made.

3. Delete/Rebuild News Event History database  (press Alt-F9)
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Choose either the “Delete” or “Rebuild” radio button

DELETE 

This option causes deletion of all history database records between your entered date range (inclusive). Follow the on-screen instructions. To recover the deleted records, it is necessary to rebuild the history, a week at a time, using the "Build News.CSV" menu option.

REBUILD

This otion will rebuild the entire Events History database (nothing is deleted). 

You can instruct the rebuild to adjust the time for all, or some (in the date range that you specify) of the events, forward or backward by a number of hours. This can be used to bring events into sync with the time zone that your MT4 is running, without the need to re-load the relevant FF calendar(s).

The Events History data in the attached ZIP comes pre-loaded with data from 1 Jan 2006 thru 8 June 2007, and assumes that your MT4 uses GMT as its base time zone. If an adjustment is required, simply run the rebuild across the entire file. For example, if a news event is being plotted at 2pm when it should be at 4pm (i.e. 2 hours too early), enter ‘2’ into the Time Adjustment field to bring all events forward 2 hours. If a news event is being plotted at 11:30am when it should be at 8:30am (i.e. 3 hours too late), enter ‘–3’ into the Time Adjustment field to bring all events backward 3 hours.
4. Modify Auxiliary Output data  (press F8)
This option (press F8 to run directly) allows you to view and maintain all of the items (in addition to news events) that you would like plotted on your charts. The relevant files (Swapout.DAT/K01) have been pre-loaded with all of the following items –
1. Swap (rollover) events for the current or upcoming week – these will show on your chart as a 12-point star  (or whatever Wingdings symbol you select), to warn you that any position open at this point will result in the debit or credit of carry interest. Hovering the mouse cursor over the symbol will display the debit and credit amounts, in USD per lot, for holding a “buy” (long) or “sell” (short) position. The pre-loaded rates are those of Interbank FX, but you can change these to the rates charged by your broker. Uppercase denotes credit (favorable) interest; lowercase debit (unfavorable) interest. The record type for swap items is “SWAP”. 

2. End of Week token ( – Wingdings symbol #253) for the current or upcoming week – to warn you that the market is about to close for the week, hence any positions left open run the risk of price gaps. The record type for this item is “EOWEEK”.

3. Historical Sundays – Wingdings symbol #121 () is used to also this is to highlight Sunday price bars on the D1 chart, where the market is not open for a full day, and hence these bars can be largely disregarded. The record type for this item is “SUNDAY”. The file has been pre-loaded with one record for each Sunday between 7 Jan 2007 and 20 May 2007.
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You can also add your own items, to display whatever symbols you want for whatever reason. Follow the on-screen instructions to add (insert), change or delete items to suit your requirements.
[image: image28.png]Rec Type: EOWEEK.




You can set up as many different record types as you wish. Currently there are “SWAP”, “SUNDAY” and “EOWEEK”. Record types are used to sort different types of item into a group.
[image: image29.png]Date (mm/ddiyl: [~ 6/0872007 [5]
Ime (hmmp [ 2000



 

This determines the price bar under which the symbol will be displayed. 
Click the button at the right of the field to select the date via a pop-up calendar.
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“ALL” means that the symbol will display on charts for all currency pairs.

“XXX” (e.g. GBP) means that the symbol will display on any charts where XXX is one of the currencies in the pair.

“XXXYYY” (e.g. USDJPY) means that the symbol will display only on the chart of the one designated currency pair.

[image: image31.png]Spacing

[ 2




This controls the vertical spacing, in pips, between each displayed symbol. Entering a positive number means that symbols for this item will plot on the same side (above or below) of the price bars as the news symbols. Entering a negative number means that they will be plotted on the opposite side.
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Choose a number corresponding to the Windings symbol in the graphic at right. 
Scroll the graphic left and right by dragging the button in the scroll bar.
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Choose a color for your symbol and type its number.
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This determines the charts, timeframe-wise, on which the item will be plotted.
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This text will appear on the first, and second, description lines respectively, when the mouse cursor is hovered over the symbol on the chart.

How to insert a new record, by duplicating a previous one:
i) On the item list screen, use the arrow keys to highlight the item you wish to use as the model.

ii) Press the Enter key twice, to select it (the last modified record becomes the model).

iii) Press the Ins key to add a new item, then F7 to duplicate.

iv) The entries of the model are copied into the relevant fields. Make your changes to create a unique new item, and then press Enter to save it.

v) Repeat steps (iii) and (iv) to add new item, based on the previous one, as often as necessary.

Automatic population of Swap data
The SWAP record types can be populated automatically. Press F6, or click the ‘Modify Swap Details’ button, to do so.
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Then press F2, or click the ‘Modify Swap Plotting details’ button, if you need to change the relevant fields. Note that there should be five items here, one for each week day. Modify to suit, by following the on-screen instructions. One group of auxiliary items will be generated for each item (day) here. Each group will consist of an item for each currency pair. It is necessary to have individual items for each pair, because their swap rates are different.

Then press F3, or click the ‘Modify Swap Rates’ button, whenever you need to change your broker’s swap rates (the presets are those currently charged by Interbank FX). Follow on-screen instructions. There should be one item here for each currency pair.
‘Sunday to start SWAP record generation’ – this should be a Sunday, for the ‘Add date’ function to work properly, since it adds 1 for Monday, 2 for Tuesday, etc to the date you enter here. The date defaults to the most recent Sunday. Click the ‘+7’ button to automatically advance the date by 7 days.
Click the button at the right of the field to select the date via a pop-up calendar.
‘Delete existing SWAP records and rebuild completely’ – this will clear all existing SWAP items from the Auxiliary items list, and then rebuild them from the parameters you’ve entered.
When the rebuild process completes, page up and down through the Auxiliary items list to refresh the list, and verify that the changes have been made correctly.

Note that when you exit the Auxiliary items list, the ‘Build News.CSV’ screen appears automatically. This is because you must then press Enter to rewrite all news and auxiliary items back to the ‘News.CSV’ file. Then edit or re-attach the Plot_News indicator to see all of the changes on your MT4 chart(s).
5. Delete Auxiliary Output data  (press Alt-F8)

This option (press Alt-F8 to run directly) allows you to delete a group of Auxiliary items (CAUTION!), of one record type. Follow the on-screen instructions. You can restrict the deletion process, by date range and/or currency pair, as directed. Valid record types and currency pairs may be selected via the dropdown lists.
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NOTES

For more information, see my posts (by "hanover") in the following thread:

http://www.forexfactory.com/showthread.php?t=16364

Bug reports, queries and suggestions can all be posted there also. 
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