Plot_News indicator
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The Plot_News indicator allows news announcements (‘events’) to be plotted as symbols on your MT4 charts. The aim is to allow both past events (to allow you to see what effect an outcome had on price action), and future events (to warn you of impending news), to be plotted.
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Parameters work as follows:
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FileName should be set to ‘news.csv’. Events in this file will be plotted on the current chart, according to the parameter settings below.
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This controls how many pips each symbol will be plotted above or below the relevant price bar. Default value is 5.

Enter a positive number, e.g. 5, to have the symbols plotted below the price bars.

Enter a negative number, e.g. –5, to have the symbols plotted above the price bars.

The larger the number, the wider the spacing between the symbols.
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This controls the size of the plotted symbols. Type a number between 1 (smallest) and 5 (largest). Default value is 2.
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This controls which events will be plotted on the current chart. Default range is wide enough to allow all events. Must be entered in the format 

yyyy.mm.dd<space>hh:mm
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This controls whether events of the designated impact level (high, medium or low) will be plotted on the current chart. Default value is true for all levels.
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This controls whether events designated on the FF calendar for a given currency will be plotted on the current chart. Default value is true for all currencies.

Format of text lines in News.CSV file

You can use a text editor to delete any sections, or individual lines, in the file, that don’t suit your requirements. 

Each line corresponds to one symbol that will be plotted on the chart.


You can also add or modify lines to suit, but these must exist in the following format:
[date time];[spacing];[symbol];[impact];[currency];[timeframes];[text1];[text2]

Examples:

2007.04.23 22:00;1;174;1;EURUSD;111111000;22:00 EURUSD L "Rollover" 10;[Tue 10:00] buy: (6.05) SELL: 5.40

2007.04.22 23:00;1;120;2;ALL;000000100;23:00 ALL M "Sunday" 124;[Mon 11:00] 

2007.04.24 23:50;1;145;1;ALL;111110000;23:50 JPY L "Trade Balance (p)" 1148;[Wed 11:50] Act: 1.63T F'cast: 1.35T Prev: 0.98T

2007.04.25 18:00;1;140;2;ALL;111110000;18:00 USD M "Beige Book" 1158;[Thu 06:00] 

2007.04.25 21:00;1;147;3;ALL;111110000;21:00 NZD H "Interest Rate Statement" 1159;[Thu 09:00] Act: 7.75% F'cast: 7.5% Prev: 7.5%

Note that all semi-colons must be included, even if an entry is blank. The individual entries must meet the following criteria:

[date time] is the date/time of the event. Format must include a single space between date and time, thus: yyyy.mm.dd hh:mm



[spacing] determines where the symbol will display vertically on the chart. Valid values are integers from 1 upward. Where two or more events will occur during the same 15 (or 30, or 60, etc) minute interval, you can set their respective spacing to 1, 2, 3, etc so that they don’t overprint each other on the chart.



[symbol] is the number of the Windings character code to be displayed.
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[impact] determines the color of the symbol. Valid values:
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1 = yellow (low impact)
2 = orange (medium impact)
3 = red (high impact)
4 = green
5 = blue
6 = magenta
7 = aqua
8 = brown
9 = purple
10 = silver gray

11 = white



[currency] determines which currency charts the symbol will be displayed on. Valid values:
ALL = all charts
XXX = only charts where XXX (e.g. USD) is either one of the currencies in the pair (e.g. USDJPY or EURUSD)
XXXYYY = only currency pair XXXYYY (e.g. GBPUSD)



[timeframes] is a binary string, exactly 9 characters long, that determines which timeframes the symbol will be displayed on. Valid values: a ‘1’ means the symbol will be displayed; a ‘0’ means not. The position in the string determines which timeframe, from left to right these are M1, M5, M15, M30, H1, H4, D1, W1, MN. Example: 001110000 means that the symbol will be displayed on the M15, M30 and H1 charts only.



[text1] the first (upper) description line that displays when the mouse cursor is hovered over the symbol. It must be unique, i.e. no two lines in the file may be identical. This is generally of the form: [time] [currency] [impact] [description] [unique ID#]



[text2] the second (lower) description line that displays when the mouse cursor is hovered over the symbol. For news announcements, this is generally of the form: [local time] [actual value] [forecast value] [previous value], while for rollover events, this displays the swap rates. Local time is currently set to New Zealand time, but can be changed to suit.

In reality, [text1] and [text2] can contain any text you wish, provided that [text1] is unique.



You can add new lines to the News.CSV file to have Plot_News display whatever symbols you want, in whatever colors, on charts for any desired currency or timeframe.
NOTES

For more information, see my posts (by "hanover") in the following thread:

http://www.forexfactory.com/showthread.php?t=16364

Bug reports, queries and suggestions can all be posted there also. 

===== END OF DOCUMENT =====
